American Mediation

part mentioned in our telegram No. 116 of the 22nd November.
For this reason it is eminently desirable that Wilson shoiiLd
make up his mind for immediate action if possible at the opening
of Congress or immediately afterwards. If it is put oS until
the New Year or later, the lull in military operations during the
winter campaign would moderate the desire of public opinion
for peace, and on the other hand would make preparations for
the spring offensive necessary which would probably strengthen
the military opposition to a peace movement. Please place
this point of view cautiously and without empressemeni, before
House as your personal opinion and keep me closely instructed
by telegram as to the position.
" ZlMMERMANN."
To this telegram I sent the two following replies :
CIPHER TELEGRAM No. 164
REPLY TO TELEGRAM No. 121
" Washington, ist December, 1916,
" To-morrow I shall see House in New York and will try to
arrange that Gerard, who is to sail on 5th December, is kept back.
" Lansing expressed himself very strongly to me on the sub-
ject of the American protest with regard to the Belgian deporta-
tions . These have endangered the whole Belgian relief movement;
in addition, feeling here has been poisoned against us, and that
just at a moment when it looked as though peace negotiations
might be begun, Lansing expressed the view that, if the Im-
perial Government could find a way of yielding to thejprotests of
the neutrals, this would make a strong impression in our favour
and that it would probably be possible immediately afterwards
to propose the opening of peace negotiations. Hitherto, unfor-
tunately, something has always intervened.
" The Federal Reserve Board's warning to the banks against
unsecured promissory notes of foreign States is the first sign that
the Government here wishes to put pressure_on our enemies/*
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